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Proegram Objectives

Introduce basic principles of General
Semantics
Relate principles to:

Critical thinking

Self-awareness

Self-learning

Provide guidance to enable students to
wirrite (and Nk, speak, unaerstand, etc.)
more effectively
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Overview.

General Sermantics (broadly defined): how we
: . Evaluate, and
our Life Experiences

N\

‘MEANINGS’ - - BEHAVIORS
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Words

Word/Brick Analegy.
Diverse Characteristics of Words

1. New words, terms added 4. Geographic variations

2. Usages change over time 5. ‘Vocational” variations

3. Specialized | General Use 6. Social settings: emall, msg,
weadaing invitation, aad, etc.
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Words ...

IHow many werds are there?
According to OED — 1-2 Millien, depending ...
How many does any one persen know?
Avg college student in 1955: — 67,000
IHow many do we use?
Working vocabulary — 3,000-5,000
IHow: many do we really use?
1,000 woerds comprise 90% daily vocabulary.
500 most-used words — 14,700 usages!
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Words ...

» What does a word ‘mean’? ri/i

SCOle a rum
it 2 RemE R
R e all

U Up the score
SKI run

popsied rin

deg 1R

fun run

U a race

fURrneExt deor

U Hen the: Cops
fURrareuReE Wit
Ul GVEN;

iRl firee

U 2eaInst im
Rl for effice

run 1 stecking
U en a hank
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Ui en! Broaeway
FUN=GRI SERLEACE
fUn Of Stairs

UL o AIts

colors run

FIVEr rUns

tiFaImA rns
Preduction iR
U dewn




Words and ‘Meanings’

» Words don’t /mean”without context
» Charles Sanders Pierce:

YO GO/ Qe ieanig, Y ou resEona - Wiltiiieannig:
» Percy W. Bridgman:

e e meannag. Ol arleriiis o Touna 10y,
OIISEIVIG WAL aliian aees Wl
[OLE WAL I Say/s aoUL T

» Dictionary definitions vVs. 1meanings’
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Definitions vs. ‘Meanings’

1) any of various mallgnant neoplas/mis
characterized by the: proliferation of anaplastic cells that
tend to /nvaae surrounaling tissue ana metastas/ize to. new:
boay sites. 2) the patfiological conaition characterized by,

such growilis

3 people In the doctor’s office
“You've got cancer.”
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Definitions vs. ‘Meanings’

» Sclerecerma: a pathological thickening ana haraening. or
lfie skin causead by, swelllng and: thickening. or fibrous
tissue; also. callea adernmarto-sclerosis, 2) a usually slowly
progressive disease marked by the aeposition of iibrous
connective tissue /i the skin ana often /i internal organs
ana structures, by hana ana roor pain upon. exposure (o
cold, ana by tightening and thickening. or the skin, a/so
called dermatoscleros/s

» Sclerederma (to me) means’ that my mother is dead.
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Definitions vs. ‘Meanings’

If a prospective date says “no”?
If a customer buys elsewhere?
If your application is denied?

If your proposal is turned down?
If you don’t get the promotion?

aning(s)
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Abstracting

3 ‘dimples’
o]
3 ‘bumps’?
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Abstracting

3 ‘dimples’
or
3 ‘bumps’?
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Abstracting

Where were the “dimples™ and “bumjps”?

generated what you saw. ....
generated the ‘meaning’ of your experience

You experienced the process we call
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Abstracting

1. Something Happens

2. Sensory, Nervous System

3. ‘Cognitive Report’

4. ‘Meaning’ or ‘Significance’
‘Meaning’ etc.
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Abstracting

We cannot sense all that happens

What we sense is NOT what happened

What we describe is NOT what we sense

‘Meaning’
What it means is NOT what we describe
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Applications te Thinking, Writing, etec.

Differentiate ‘facts” from; inferences, beliefs, ete.
a) after an observation or happening

) deesn’'t go beyond what IS observed

¢) as close to certainty as possible

Recognize shades of gray, not “black|white”
Look for multiple ‘causes,” not just “the™ cause
“To-me-ness” — unigueness of experiences

Avoid Inappropriate abvsolutistic terms:

all, none, best ever, totally, absolutely, no aoubr
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Applications te Thinking, Writing, etec.

Avold the “fo be’ cruteh: the movie\was good, she
IS a failure. Use active, operationall terms.

Be careful hew you' objectify processes and high-
order abstractions: the weather, the economy,
politics, the meala, trutn, technology, Justice, ...

Take responsibility for your own actions; don't say.
“you’ when youl should say “/.”

Take responsibility for your reactions; “/ felt hurt,”
not “snhe nAurt my reelings.”

. Look for differences among generalities to avoid
stereotypes: /et’s get awoman’s perspective?
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Potential Benefits for Students

Tentativeness

Uncertainty

- Inguisitiveness

More description, Iess opinion

More unigue observation, less spouting ofi stock
phrases, aphorism, and conventional wisdoms

More discrimination of differences, more trees and
less forest

More humility, less know-it-all

More accurate 7maps’and more self-confident 7map-
makers’
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